“RAY IS
MODEST IN A BUSINESS
RIFE WITH BLUSTER”

UNDERDOGS APPEAL tomy competitive
nature, always have, thusthe chance tolaudan
outstanding effort by the Ray marque in
Formula Ford'sinaugural Duratecyearisa
pleasureinabusiness so often dominated by
spending power over natural ability.

Bert Ray hasseemingly beeninracing for
ever—he gained his grounding running
complicated Formula 2 Mctaren M4As for
Graham Warner's Chequered Flag teaminthe
late 19605—indeed. if therewere a lifetime
achievernent award for perseverance in Frord,
there could be no otherinductee.

Agraduate of theuniversity of hard knocks,
the avuncular Ray's strong and superbly
engineered cars have always excelled in bush
leagues, yet driverswith big backing trudgedto
Norfollkandwhat was perceived to be the safe
option atVan Diernen. Evenwhen Ralph
Firman's equipe bred the occasional dog.

This season, however, Bert'seponymous
carshave shone like never before in FFord's
prermiership.Andwon the hotly-contested
Castie Combe FF1600 championship with
Matt Rivettinanine-year-old design.

The first year of any new formula often
proves problematical, butis animportant
opportunity foradetermined company to
rewrite the formbook. Ray drivers Peter
Dempsey, Nick Tandy and Adriano Buzaid
have allwen UK Duratec roundsin 2006,

[twasnotuntil a fortnight ago at Thruxton,
when Norwegian Christian Ebbesvikwon, that
| pastmasterVan Diernen got its first 06 victory.
That speaks volurmes for the quality of the
Mygale and Ray onslaughts.

Rayeamed his reputationas Crossle’s agent
inLondon, servicing and repairfing thefine
~ Northem Ireland-buift carsdesigned by John

| Crossle and Leslie Drysdale (later of Mondiale)

. inthatracing hotbed of Narth Street, Clapham.

He branchedinto chassis manufacturein
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1973, building afeisty little wedge-shaped car
with sideradiators.| recall seeing the intensely
promising Richard Morgan—thenwith flowing
Jesus Christ Superstar hairand straggly beard—
racinga development chassis onan early visit
to Thruxton. They evenwentinto F3 together,
butauseful car/driver combo was torpedoed
bywoefulfunding.

Later FF1600 cars made a habit of camying
offthe late-larnented BRSCC Champlon of
Brands titles with the filkes of Andy Ackerley,
Chris Creswelland Karl Jones drivingand the
factory had moved to the circuit sdoorstepin
West Kingsdown,

Now basedin Croydon, the omnipresent
famnily marque has undergone
metamorphoses, butthe
underlying principles of
soundengineering, fine
craftsmanshipand,
abowveall, personal
integrity remain.

IfBertis
guilty of
anything over
three decadesand
moreit’s hisinability to
shoutabout hissuccess.
Painfully modestand self-
deprecatingin a business rifewith
bullshitand bluster (and eager listeners!),
PR has neverbeen his strong suit. Whichis
why it's great to see hiscars do the talking. in
skilled hands.

Histutelage has rubbed offon nephew Tory
Sinclair, who served his apprenticeship at
Claphamasa teenager, wona Pre-74 FF1600
crown (inaRay),andwentonto designand
race the superbseries of Jade sportsracers.
Currently laid upin an/talian hospital following a
ghastly shuntatMonza, he'sanother of the
intuitive engineers that this sport badly needs,

Dempsey (front) and Buzaid have
won five races for Ray this year
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